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Auto White Balance Algorithm for CMOS Image Sensor Chip

GAN Bo, WEI Ting-cun, ZHENG Ran
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Abstract: A method of gain calculation for auto white balance is proposed which is suitable
for hardware implement in CMOS image sensors chip. Based on the method, an auto white
balance algorithm used in CMOS image sensors chip is completed. Iterative method and cal-
culation method are combined in this algorithm, and comparator and shift registers are used

instead of complex combination logic cells. The computation accuracy and processing speed

are improved without hardware expenses.

Key words: CMOS image sensor; white balance; color temperature; gain calculation

1 g E

CMOS HE % 1% B #% (CMOS Image Sensors,
CIS) AT SR bR (1) CMOS T2 il L HL A 4 1
19 ARG L 3l 255 TR B A0 T AR /N A5 A Y H A
2 W T PRk 2 IR 5 U AR AL
B 7 A LA SCRT AL 1] 4% 45 0 0, HG o o 7 il 3
BT HBRRB. A CMOS T2 K &,
CMOS G A% A 05 Fr 9 52 180 B2 AN T 32 i P
FABLE B H T F2000™ b o BT B AR LA
BN T AR AL AR B 51 L JBOR i (Program-
mable Gain Amplifier, PGA) % £ 5% #t 2§ ( Analog

Wi B : 2010-07-16; &iTHHI: 2010-08-26
BE£mB: BEARFFELTH (No. 60972157 )

to Digital Converter, ADC) . % 5 & 1% 4k ¥ 2%
(Digital Signal Processor, DSP) FlAH 1 #) B 455
il B B 45 1y CMOS B L G b e B 515450
P15 A2 S i 14 DX 1) S 1 MU 45 2 5 1 1
EG A BEES i i P8 % PGA ¥4 25 . ADC i # LA
&R IR E T UMK S &/ X FR LS N
Ak .

B R PR — i 455 €7 A #b L BRF-AT L
S BG4 ] Gamma 88 IE 2. H P 7 A0 B Y
YEIE X AR 2 1) 1 9 14 3547 6% 38 5t 2
R D' 560 T 0 TR A 52 e LR RO Bl BoR
o N TE B R AR B Y S AR Ak H AR

EE R H 1986 —), T BRIGPY 2 A, B L BF 5T AR EZERFIT 05 1) IR G 15 5 4 s i 3t



% 2 H o ¥ % . CMOS BB AL A8 0 F iy B 3 3 - 55k 225

5 B R R R RE 14 e SR L R O T R
Ab B A SR RS ) | az B I ) (4 B %) 53
T R T CRE v BT ) 25 7 T EAT 45 B 5 IR
TERE/IMEAETF 85 B RT3 T an o] 2 755 15 Ak 2
3 R A5 5 R A Ak B 3 SR T A . A
S IR S B OV R AT B b ED L B
A E 32 T 2R (T 5k R B A RS
G RS BRAE B hR vE 22 IIRA R RE A AAAE
o T JIAS AR R T SR AR s o 22 4 in SR
JEHE AL A, RSk BRI AL
A [ AR A BT 5 A B AR A Y B B
SN L N NI R TN P ) B e <X
A A S R L RS L T B R, B2 5
KAWL )

AR SCER R A B KA — 3K CMOS 4 1% %
A AR T A Y TR S B B 3
Wk . Wi A TRk T A R
B8 TR 1 Y A SR AL b (AR RO R AR L B
WC SR ) )N
2 BaAaVTHEEE

1815 3 S5 (0 19 1 35 (10 % 76— R 131
L DAY G 00 380 45 SR Al 5 325 T ) 0 6 4, 2
B0 R IE 0% B0 d T 2 (95 A A 1T
P kS A Bl T . 3% A B G AR T LS T
YC,C, z5[a], ] L& F RGB =5 [\ >k i 17,
WAL B 7 2SR 1 R IE R B E I Y 55 L 75
C. CofH 75 16— > $5 52 (4 0 [ 9, AT 52 B A 3
FF . A3 75 kA AR 2 B (SRR R
AR AT 43 Ry 3 ARG

(D@ AL, 8t 55k gt 808 T3y
CH—A"FRdE " W IR AE R 22 16 05 35 Al 3T
B IR AR R AIE i BIOE 25

(O3t 5, @ a2 i, Hit
BE AR AR R B A N e Y
g5 A, BY R.B WA 18 R 1E T

(DR EREIE . 4 21 F0 i o 30 3 T L AH 1
A IE PR, 08 3 38 0 Y 4 . DAk B AR OE A R
UTISEY/SR /RN RENIUEVE S
2.1 @Bt

— IR R R — R B @, Y
R.G.B 3 Fl B {0 (1 K B AR 25 1) L %A% 2 05 00 (0 2
N0, RIR KA . 1A R A T, 55

JE A LM A, —BOR A YC.CL @
BRI — R 5 aE %M., b Y FoR
EUR RS2 O, 5 C W43 52 Y i 45 R S 15
gty s, REEZHAE, YC,C BREA
T 55 {45 RGB {6 % A5 70 () 5% e 4 R Fr s
Y 0. 299 0. 587 0.114
G, —0.168 7 —0.331 3 0.5 B
C. 0.5 0.418 7 —0.081 3
E A 0 T A T 0 1 — R S K 1
WEH RS . KRR S I AT ] —
R 4 R @R AR, B R.G.B 4
HEE ST XA S T 4R O AR
PSR . R ER A, — 8 B E
e K SR 1 L BB 7E YC,C, s P Y fH
R 50 A LA R A T R I A
BUAE ) 1z o 0 € R A 58 1 — RO B A
SIS G e SR BRI — S 8 05
BIMEAE Ry 1 60, DA O ok 8 4 G 0 1 2% . i gk B
HE AR — R . —FE T
YC,C, MR IEZIE T Y.C,.C. =FH Z [ H1 5
Y2 Ja A E &M R
Y- |G |—[C|>d
FHIX A Z A 1 €8 T A T e A o 1 (E 3 SR g
5 4% i FLAN R P SR A S S S b R
M R.G.B {7 REEBH . BEHEB K Y.C,.C
BRE . FUON T TR A T R AT R R R A
HARFF 5k AL, 005 —Fh oy kR T 5%
RGB R %#% R .G B 3 0 RE KT o« 54
TER S X B B E I R . 5 T
SEPR H F i A SR R G L B AS TG TR AS fE
RO R 4 18 4
AR SCHE RO G Ay A
FRBESZEY JHR.BE G WZEMENC,..C,
3L B, F S YC,C A58 B A [R] 14 J ik 2 A7 9
B AR ZM LR G>a . R>B. B>y B 5k
R.G.B 3 it A H 5 N GE— I 4 A48 0 3
AN A 22 B 45 F T By F140 1L U] 2 T — o
HR2T | S B AR A AL ROk A . SRR AT LA
BERTAS TR G IR 8 8 249 3 2% 1 o 080 B A 5 ik T
ZWMEAE NS 5IE AR SR . Ji4h X
Fofr € SR T A 5 3 o] DA 2 F B R A L O L i
Al T AT LS B 58 A T G 52 A PR R G2 AN D A
W A7 A A i AR B



226

i) ZN 5 26 &

2.2 HEHRITHE

B85 VT O R AE N AR SR AT €0 Al 3 Y 2
b e A R A B A Y £ — R X B
R 1 €0 R €0 38 TE R AT R Y. v S
SRR A AR o R

BB 25 T A 3 R A R R
ERIEMERED . R R g Y
G C. 808 R.G.B WEAR TR I v B9E . HAL
SR R G, LT B — ke
FNEBA v 6. HTHE T 22 H 20 e bRk, H 6
PR AR R, AR EEF RS —K
22510 AN [R) €20 30 T X6) 07 P 1 g, HL A R R
O A+ AH R T 2 09 25 H A R AN B S B 4% P £ 30
LI SR . AL MR AR C, 1 C Yk
.8 & R.B Y5 G WA ETA W I
SEHL, PR AR R R L S T
AR A BT A IR, W A U R
H 2R M SR B+ peov PO E BT RE 2 A2 B35 1 A
SRR R /) S D0 25 32 AR R OB 22 i IR D FE 31 45 3
Brp BT EMR HREHEAT — UG AR BRI R AR
SHH T 23 BRAR

A SO R g5 R R T AR ARk
LG B G 1 3R AR L R BE AT Db
BEARUCE SOR] USRS T SRS B2 . b i (8 5i e Y
BRI ME 1 R B TR B 5 G 4
BEREAGEE MO RS ANEN;
TR BE L B Ry 5 R EE 2 B o WO (E R K
THEORT B 8 s X = 2X ROR 8 X 3R Rk
(2 F5, BURFE X bl Fom i Bum 28 sh T
— L M FIR X B BRI EOn £ T £
P, M FE L b X=2X DL KR 27 38 AR nT LA
JFH 28 ) 5 B A7 AR BT Al S 3, AH PSRk

‘ X=B-G|, n=0 ‘

pp=2" HuA2”

B 1 i e S A

Fig. 1 Flow chart of blue channel gain calculation
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Fig. 2 Auto white balance system of CMOS image sensor
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Fig. 3  Processing effect of auto white balance
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Table 1  Test results of auto white balance
ZH SCHRES 1588k AL p=4 AR p=5 AR p=6
7 1.4 1. 375 1. 406 25 1.437 5
v 0.9 0.875 0. 875 0. 859 375
C, —2 —4 —2 0
C. 1 1 1 0
Steps 10 2 3 5
F2 HEhREEFEFEAEHNEFENLER
Table 2 Test results of auto white balance which have a reverse gain
ZH BE NN A p=4 ACHEE: p=5 ARIXE p=6
" 1.4 1.387 5 1.418 75 1.434 375
v 0.9 0.875 0. 875 0. 859 375
C, —2 —3 —2 0
C. 1 1 1 0
Steps 26 6 7 8




228

i) ZN 5 26 &

T 32 AR 2 D S T B OB TR S ]
DA A S A TR BGRB9S 4R A T
HLY o= 6 I B0 T (6 U5 98 FRORS I £ T 1
e 1T B

T2 T €6 2T 6 3 1 048 0 — 5 19 9 4
5 AR E 4 0 2 R R 1 e R0, 7,
VOl 15, Zeik A T PG E R 1
5 T3 34 2 2 G TE 2 )

WA 2 0T LU L AE TR I b R 16 0 3 3
% BN e 19725 1 B 45 55 19 6 1R 2 1 30 £
S 1 i P A o 2 P A T A SO 9
B PR KA R B0 0 2 B o R 3 2 17 2
BN 0 AARKT 2p.

[ 9 A 00 26 1 o — P LR B —
VR FE AR T B0 W B 90 2 7 P 1 )
S0 /N P 45 £ S 58 5 45— WL {9 97 A0 )
52 B 145 7 PR I D - T= N« T Forbt N
MRE RV Te o PR A5 I8 R4 9 Ab 30— W
{4057 FH 1

2 % X #:

(1] Em. RO, BHEAR. CMOS BHRMAE -G 2RI [T]. b2 &,

PAAS SCI BT % 30 T /s, B T Sy 1/30 s
(RS AR BIL 2 55 R 9] o 1 ] — i 1 2k AR B 1 R A
B 3 (9 B 0. 867 s A RE 52 AR €6 K IE ; 1
FAA SCR ARG B e B AE 0F H5 22 0. 267 s,
7 L AE fe iR i 1R 175 00 F de 22 U 0.4 s BT i 45
A 8l - 25 RIS

4 £ 7w

a

TEXF BUA RCR B 19 LAY A 3 B 5 5% 0
Hrit) Bty L 413 CMOS [EE AL A 8 7w (9 B
PFSEBL B LA $2 T — OB (9 1 5 5
Jiik o Gad Bk % 8k HA R4 0 @A
TR OF 35 B W T as TRORE R DL Bk AR B
.

AR SCR L REAE A 3y - T 7 1 W4 o
TE— 8] 8 B0/ 14 90 TRl P9 & 33 R AN L 23 X I 2 119
PG Ak B L 4R A1 D5 (8 i LA R il Ry
P 5 b BB IACRS S T i 1 I ) o A6 0 A7 4 o) A
o D T B A e e R

2001, 18(3):12-16.

[2]LiuYC, Chan W H, Chen Y Q. Automatic white balance for digital still camera [J]. IEEE Trans on Consumer

Electronics, 1995, 41(3):460-466.

[ 3] Weng C C, Chen H, Fuh C S. A novel automatic white balance method for digital still cameras [J]. IEEE Trans.

on Circuits and Systems, 2005,12(4) :3801-3804.

[4] Lam H K, Au O C, Wong C W. Automatic white balancing using luminance component and standard deviation of
RGB components [J]. IEEE Trans on Acousticss Speech, and Signal Processing » 2004, 3(3):493-496.
[ 5] BR&l. CMOS Elfg /2 & W58 (D). V8% . V84 FFHE K%, 2007.



